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HOUSE or COMMONS. 


MARCH 24, 1783. 


T" HE order of the day being read, 


Loxp LEWISHAM. 0 


I move that the order for council to be 
heard on the Bilſton Navigation bill, be poſt= 
papel: until this day fortnight, * +4” 


Ms. COKE. 


Before I move the Addreſs, which I poſt- 
poned from Friday until this day, in hopes 
that an adminiſtration would be formed, that 
might deſerve the confidence of this country, 
I beg leave to be poſitively informed whether 
ſuch an arrangement be made or not ? 


Mr. Chancellor p 17. 


The queſtion which the Hon. Gentleman 
has aſked, I cannot anſwer entirely. Whe- 
þ gs an adminiſtration is formed that may do- 
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ſerve the confidence of the country, is a queſ- 
tion TTeally could not determine, if I knew 


© there was an arrangement made. For, I 


know not what ſort of an adminiſtration could 
deſerve the confidence of the country, agree- 
able to the preſent ſyſtem of opinions. How- 
eyer, in regard to whether there be an ar- 
rangement made or not, I can' very clearly 
and poſitively aſſert, that I know of none. 


Mr. COKE. 


In conſequence of the preſent ſtate of the 
nation, being left without an efficient go- 
vernment, I find myſelf indiſpenſably obliged 
to bring forward, a motion, which I hoped 
and truſted to have found this day unneceſ- 
fary. But fince I have been fo poſitively in- 
formed by the right hon. gentleman, (Mr, 
Chancellor Pitt) that we have no reſponſible 
adminiſtration to conduct the affairs of the 
empire, at this very critical and important 

eriod, I now find it more particularly my 
duty, both to my conſtituents and my coun- 

try, that I ' ſhould move the Addreſs which 
I had propoſed for laſt Friday. Nothing can 
evince the neceſſity of our addrefling his Ma- 
jeſty for an adminiſtration who may deſerve 
the confidence of the people, more than 
every buſineſs, both political and commercial, 
being now ſuſpended for the want of an effi- 
cient and reſponſible adminiſtration. I ſhall, 
therefore, move you, Sins „That an hum- 


ple 
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ble Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, re- 
queſting that he would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to take into his royal conſideration, the diſ- 
treſſed ſituation of the country from the ca- 
lamities of a long and ruinous war, and that 
he would chooſe ſuch an admidtiſtration as 
may deſerve the confidence of the people, 
and relieve them from the diſtracted ſtate of 


their country. | 


Lord SURREY. 

Although I conſider the principle-of ad- 
dreſſing his Majeſty on a matter that ſo im- 
mediately concerns the exerciſe of his pre- 
rogative, as that of chooſing his miniſters; 
as having a dangerous tendency to deſtroy, 
or at leaſt affect, that equilibrium which 
conſtitutes the principle of our government 


yet I muſt accord to the neceſſity of the Ad- 


dreſs now moved by the honourable gentle- 
man (Mr. Coke). When I conſider the ab- 
ſolute interruption of our commerce, and the 
natural exigencies of the ftate, which .de- 
mand an immediate attention from govern- 
ment, I cannot but vote for an Addreſs which 
is ſo indiſpenſible for the prefervation of the 
Intereſt and honour of the countty. I do not 
give it my ſupport or countenance from any 
7 of eſpouſing or oppoſing any party. 
y defire in ſeeing this Addreſs carried to 
the throne is, merely that of reſtoring order, 
unanimity, and efficiency to a government, 
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which has been ſo long ſuſpended, to the 
diſgrace and injury of the nation. 


1 


BY: -. ar HV BSER.. + 
The complaints which the noble Lord 
(Lord Surrey) has made, reſpecting the want 
of a government in this country, I agree, are 
juſtly founded. But, at the ſame time, I 
do not think this ſuſpenſion has ariſen 
from the cauſe to which it is generally aſ- 
cribed. I do not imagine that it ariſes from 
any influence or advice, from any perſons 
who may be ſuppoſed to have certain intereſts 
or prejudices to gratify. I rather think. it 
has ariſen, from a want of concurrence in 
thoſe who are expected to take their ſhare of 
the miniſtry. Although I conſider this mo- 
tion neceſſary for the purpoſe of a competent 
adminiſtration being immediately formed, yet 
T ſhould have hoped, had it been deferred a 
few days longer, it would have been found 
unneceſſary, by an arrangement having been 
formed by that time. However, I ſhall not 
oppole, but give my vote for the Addreſs. 


Ms. MARTIN. 

I have always uniformly oppoſed the prin- 
<ciples which have been adopted by the noble 
Lordinthe blue ribband from conviction; and, 
indeed, as experience has ſince proved, becauſe 
1 thought them repugnant to every prin- 
ciple on which our intereſt or honour could 

| | depend. 
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depend. I cannot, therefore, but condemn a 
coalition which tends to give a confidence 
and authority to a perſon who has been ulti- 
mately the deſtruction of the empire. I am 
ſorry to be under the neceſſity of cenſuring 
thoſe who have given their countenance to a 
man, whom I have formerly joined to con- 
demn on principles of prudence, policy, and 
real pattiotiſm. The final cauſe of this coa- 
lition cannot be but to give him a ſhare of 
that power and authority which we have 
found he has ſo groſsly abuſed, to the deſtruc- 
tion of our glory and greatneſs—if not to our 
abſolute national exiſtence. But, however, 
I ſhall not oppoſe the principle of this mo- 
tion, from a conviction of the neceſſity of an 
immediate adminiſtration, being formed that 
may deſerve the confidence of the country. 
Notwithſtanding, were I certain' that it 
would be the conſequence of bringing the no- 
ble Lord again into power, it would certainly 
receive my determinate negative: for I con- 
ceive, that he can never deſerve confidence of 
the people, whoſe principles and conduct have 
been found ſo inimical and deſtructive to 
their intereſts. 


Mr. HILL. 
From the ſtate of the country, I cannot 
but agree to the Addreſs which has been 
moved by the honourable gentleman (Mr. 


Coke) and feconded by the noble Lord (Lord 
os | Surrey). 
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Surrey). Yet I hope, whatever be its con- 
ſequences with regard to other gentlemen, 
it will not produce this bad conſequence— 
that of driving from the ſervice of the coun- 
try one of the greateſt and ableſt characters 
It has to boaſt. Great, indeed, are his abi- 
lities—although he is young in years. But 
as great and wonderful as his faculties are, 
yet I am certain of his country receiving 
their advantages in a much more eminent de- 
gree than they have yet derived from their 
exertion : ſo that I may fay of the right ho- 
nourable gentleman (Mr. Chancellor Pitt) 
Tu Marcellus eris ! Sorry ſhould I be to ſee 
a gentleman of ſuch brilliant faculties, and 
ſuch honeſt principles, without the pale of 
his country's ſervice. I had intended to have 
moved an amendment to this Addreſs ; but 
ſince I find that the principle of my amend- 
ment is fully contained in the meaning and 
intention of the Addreſs itſelf, I ſhall not 
. impede its being paſſed by any impertinent 
interruption: for the principle of my amend- 
ment being to exclude certain perſons from 
having any ſhare in the new arrangement, 
who had been found undeſerving of the eon- 
fidence of the people in the vote which has 
lately paſſed this Houſe, I conſider. is fully 
ſtated. and implied in that part of the Addreſs 
which requeſts his Majeſty to form an Ads, 
miniſtration, which may be ſound deſerving 
the confidence of the country. I have now 
only 
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only to conclude, with wiſhing to ſee ſuch an 
Adminiſtration as may reſtore this country to 
its wonted ſtate of vigour, diſpel the diſtrac · 
tions of parties, and give perfect confidence 
and ſecyrity to the people. N 


Mr, FOX, 


Since the honourable gentleman who ſpoke 
laſt (Mr, Hill) has thought proper to withe 
draw his intention of moving his amendment 
to the Addreſs, in conſequence of his con- 
ceiving the principle to be contained in the 
Addreſs itſelf, I muſt expreſs my approbation 


of his conduct. -"'P Or had he moved this 


amendment, it would neceſſarily have acca- 
fioned me the trouble of moving another 
amendment, or rather an amendment of an 
amendment. I am, therefore, under an ob- 
ligation to the honourable gentleman for ſav- 
ing me this trouble, Had he thought pro- 
per to have moved an amendment for the 
proſeription of thoſe who could not receive 
the confidence of the country from certain 
reſolutions ' which have been paſſed by this 
Houſe. on their conduct, I thould in that caſe 
have moved for the proſcription of thoſe who 
have been the cauſe of that Peace which has 
been found ſo juſtly reprobated, not being 
ſuch a Peace as the ſituation of the country 
could juſtify. By this means, certain perſons 
wich whom I have the honour to have an 
intereſt, would have found themſelves parti- 

cularly 
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cularly complimented. : For I truſt-there are 
perſons who may be thought proper objects 
for members of adminiſtration, who could 
not be included in either of theſe amend- 
ments. However, I have nothing more to 
ſay on this point, fince the honourable gen- 
tleman has thought proper to avoid making 
his amendment. But there is a kind of lan- 
guage which has been uſed by certain gentle- 
men in this buſineſs which I can by no means 
approve. I cannot agree to the neceſſity of 
uling his Majeſty's name in parliament. It 
18 unconſtitutional, unparliamentary, and in- 
decent. It is by no means becoming that 
Teverence which is due to the dignity of the 
ſovereign character. I therefore do moſt ear- 
neſtly deprecate all reference to the conduct 
of Majeſty, in what muſt always be conſidered 
as the act of the miniſter. It muſt not be 
conſidered as the act of Majeſty that we have 
been theſe five weeks without a government, 
No! it is clearly to be ſeen where it has ori- 
ginated!” Go to the other Houſe : there you 
will ſee clearly diſplayed the traits of the 
conduct which has ſuſpended the operations 
of government. There you will ſee that 
darkneſs; that difficulty, that ſullennefs which 
has been the charaQteriſtic features that 
countenance this delay of arrangement. We 
have been now deprived of any reſponſible 
and perſonal government for theſe five weeks 
paſt.” Tee weeks of the time was employ- 
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ed in a manner very different from that prin- 
ciple, which ſhould have urged the neceſſity 
of eſtabliſhing a miniſtry formed of ſuch men 
as would be found competent to the buſineſs 
entruſted to their management. But, how- 
ever we may have been deprived of this 
perſonal government, yet we have had. one 
in the interim, formed on the true prin- 
ciple which conſtitutes the virtue and pow- 
er of every government. We have had a 
government that has acted by the pure dic- 
tates of parliament, independent of either 
controul or intrigue. | 

In regard to what has fallen from the noble 
lord who ſeconded the motion, that hethought 
addreſſing his Majeſty on his choice of his mi- 
niſters was an infringement of prerogative, I 
muſt confeſs that I ſee in it no ſuch tendency, 
Although I am not one of thoſe who would 
wiſh to fee any unjuſt or improper freedom 
taken with the name, character, or authority - 
of Majeſty, yet I cannot think the exerciſe 
of the legiſlative power the leaſt infringe- 
ment of the executive. Surely parliament 
has a right to demand a government! And 
what does this Addreſs contain more than an 
humble requeſt that his Majeſty would give 
to the immediate neceſſities of the country, 
an adminiſtration as may be found competent 
to the concerns of the nation, and deſerving 
the confidence of the people! But was this 
an illegal erereiß of our 3 Are we not 
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countenanced in its exerciſe by that exerciſe 
of prerogative which is contained in the con- 
cluding words of his Majeſty's ſpeech to par- 
liament ? There his Majeſty thought proper 
to dictate the duty which parliament was to 
obſerve. His Majeſty thought proper to ſay 
— ſpeaking of the neceſſity of our attention 
to the ſtate and exigencies of. the country, that 
*« my people demand it—and I call for it.” 
Should not we, therefore, on our part, have 
the privilege of ſaying in the 1 ſtate of 
the nation, that ** the people demand an admi- 
niftration, and we call for it?” To enforce 
the neceſſity of this motion would be inſulting 
the general ſenſe of the Houſe. The neceſ- 
ſity of a government being ſpeedily found to 
the intereſt and ſatisfaction of the country, 
may be clearly ſeen by the ſtate of our re- 
ſources, the interruption of our commerce, 
and the diſtracted fituation of the empire. 
This interregnum can anſwer no other pur- 
poſe but debilitating thoſe ſprings of govern- 
ment which have been already too much en- 
feebled. How culpable are thoſe, then, who 
have been the adviſers of his Majeſty to re- 
fuſe appointing an adminiſtration, whoſe abi- 
lities and exertions might reſtore the govern- 
ment to its proper tone of policy and prin- 
A | | 

In regard to what has been obſerved by an 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Martin) reſpect- 

ing the coalition, which has been ſo _ 
| 1 | : the 
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the ſubject of general ſurprize and converſa- 
tion, is it any delinquency of character, any 
deſertion of connection, any deſtruction of 
principle, to coaleſce for the purpoſe merely 
of giving to the country a government, in 
which they can only depend for protection 
and aſſiſtance? Is it not a period for every 
deſcription of men to lay aſide all perfonal— 
erſonal I do not mean, I mean public pre- 
judices, when public welfare fo immediately 
calls for unanimity ? It is only by unanimity 
that a permanent and competent Miniſtry 
can be formed, adequate to the preſent ne- 
ceſſities of the country. It has been alluded, 
that this coalition has been formed between 
thoſe who could never act in concert for the 
general welfare, How can this be aſſerted 
with ſuch confidence, when it is known, that 
in every adminiſtration every member of it 
will have a ſhade of difference in opinion, 
But yet will any one fay, that this ſhade of . 
opinion can render the general exertions of 
that Miniſtry ineffectual for the common in- 
tereſt ? The noble Lord has his opinions it is 
true, which may be different from mine: but 
ſtill, in the great ſcale of Government, they 
can have no weight or conſequence, Our 
coalition is founded on neceſſity, and ce- 
mented by an aſſurance of our exertions be- 
ing directed effectually for the purpoſes of re- 
lieving the nation from its preſſing and im- 
mediate neceſſities. ＋ what I have chiefly 
- A to 
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to mention is, that I am not a little ſurprized 
to find thoſe who now reprobate the coali- 
tion with the noble Lord among thoſe of his 
old friends. Surely this is an improper cen- 
ſure, from thoſe who were formerly his great- 
eſt and moſt connected adherents. Are they 
not as much to be cenſured by us, his new 
friends, for having before deſerted him, as 
they have now reaſon to cenſure us, for unit- 
ing with the noble Lord? They will, per- 
haps, anſwer, that they thought it conſiſtent 
with their duty to their country, to leave a 
man, whom they conſidered as poſſeſſing prin- 
ciples repugnant to its real intereſts, I now 
can make the ſame plea for coaleſcing with: 
the noble Lord. I conſider it my duty to 
my country to join him, or any man, how- 
ever I may have formerly differed with him 
on political grounds, in removing a Miniſter 
who has been, by a vote of this Hauſe, par- 
ticularly found acting inconſiſtently with the 
intereſt and honour of the nation: ſo that 
while they condemn our coalition upon this 
principle, they tacitly condemn their own 
principles in leaving the noble Lord. If it 

be culpable to coaleſce with himon the prin- 
ciple of general welfare, it was equally 
cenſurable in them to forfeit their long 
friendſhips on the ſame foundation. To for- 
feit or tg cultivate friendſhip for public ad- 
vantage, is equally a crime by this mode of 
. reaſoning. But had hey not been h 
| * ; e 
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the friends of the noble Lord, ſurely they 


are as equally. centurable for acting and coun- 
tenancing thoſe whom they have lately voted 
| inadequate to the ſtations they have arrogated 
to themſelves. May it not be ſaid, with the 
ſame propriety of crimination, Is it becoming 
in you to countenance thoſe, by your ſupport 
and vindication, whom. Parliament have 
thought proper to reprobate? But if they 
eſpouſe his conduct and character, from a 
knowledge and conviction of its being neceſ- 

fary to the real and abſolute intereſt of the 
nation, I ſhould then agree with them in 
principle, though not in. propriety of con- 
duct. I ſhould ſay, they would act right, 
but they thought wrong. I ſhould have been 
happy to have ſeen in their conduct any rea- 
ſon. for ſuch an opinion. I ſhould not then 
have thought that their adhering to the no- 
ble Lord, aroſe more from prejudices againſt 
others, than principles of attachment and 
confidence towards him. It is very evident, 
that no man in his ſenſes can conceive an at- 
tachment, where he has found ſuch juſt rea- 
ſon for ſuſpicion and reprobation. There can 
be no attachment without confidence. Men 
may pretend attachment to ſome, as a pre- 
text for their enmity to others; this, I am 
too well aſſured, is the conduct of certain 
gentlemen in their preſent cenſure of this 
coalition, for me to defire their praiſe, 
or depreciate their cenſure, We are to con- 
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fide on the purity and propriety of our inten- 
tion for that approbation and confidence, 
which, I truſt, the reſult of this coalition will 


command. It is entered upon for the grand 


and ſole purpoſe of forming a connexion, that 
ſhall give ſtability and authority to a govern» 


ment which is enfeebled by its own abuſe and 


unprincipled exertion. 
But with regard to the motion itſelf, I 


truſt that it will be carried without one diſ- 
ſentient voice. For if ever there was a time 
for unanimity, it was the preſent period. Tt 
is only by unanimity that a proper ſyſtem of 
government can be formed. The nation has 
only to _ on that government, which 

on the coalition, or unanimity, 
call it which you pleaſe, of every deſcription. 
of men and meaſures. It is unanimity alone 
that can reſtore the affiars of the government 
into thoſe hands who are deſerving, and ſhall 
receive the confidence of the people; and 
without this confidence, no adminiſtration 
can, or ought to preſume to act for the pub- 
lic advantage. It is, therefore, that I par- 


ticularly reprobate the preſumption of men, 


who will accept of places which they have 
neither the ability, or neceflary authority to 
execute, with honour to themſelves, and ad- 
vantage to their country. For thoſe who 
accept of the important offices of government 


without being competent to its conſequence 


and concern, are, in my opinion, traitors: to. 
their 
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their country. They betray its intereſts to 
their own pride and preſumption. It is for 
this reaſon I would eſpecially hope, that this 
Addreſs may go to the throne with that una- 
nimity which ſhall give it due and proper 
conſequence. I would have his Majeſty read 
its ſenſe and meaning by the general defire of 
his Parliament to have it preſented. So that 
I truſt this Addreſs will paſs meme contrads- 


cente. 


GOVERNOR JOHNSTONE. 


Mr. Speaker. Though I agree with the 
honourable gentlemen who have with fo 
much truth and energy depicted the melan- 
choly poſture. of our affairs, and though I 
agree with them in the indiſpenſible neceſſity 
of an adminiſtration, capable of reſtoring the 
conſequence and dignity of this country; ſtill 
I am a determined enemy to any dark ſur- 
miſes and ſuſpicions levelled againſt a noble 
and learned Lord, infinuating that his Lord- 
ſhip was the ſole impediment to the forma- 
tion of a government, by giving pernicious 
counſel to the crown. This was a bold and 
extraordinary charge, which I am ſure has 
no exiſtence, even from the right honourable 
gentleman's temper and fervour in urging any 
accuſation ſupported even on grounds of pro- 
bability. No man better knows how to ſhade 
even a colour of teſtimony that has a tenden- 
cy to.criminate the object of his a 

ut 
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But in the preſent inſtance, I hold it unfair; 
unmanly, nay illiberal, to introduce fo illuſ- 
trious, ſo great, and virtuous a character into 
a converſation, whoſe aim it is to criminate 
him without a charge, or teſtimony of having 
in any wiſe protracted the arrangement fo 
neceſſary, and fo earneſtly expected. If the 
right honourable gentleman knows, with any 
certainty. or preciſion, that the noble Lord 
has given pernicious counſel, I call upon him 
to ſtate the foundation of his knowledge, and 
not wound by inſinuation a man whom I con- 
fider as the moſt illuſtrious prop and pillar 
of the conſtitution, and who not only is affiſt- 
ed by heaven with the moſt liberal and un- 
bounded underſtanding, but alfo adorned with 
every amiable virtue of the heart, 

The right honourable gentleman has dilated 
alſo on the benefits ariſing from the preſent 
coalition. For my part 7 cordially with that 
the country may derive advantages from the 
new arrangement, though I am free to con- 
feſs I have no great hopes from the junction 
of men whom I know to'entertain ſentiments 
the moſt diſcordant, on- conſtitutional points 
of the firſt importancee. If J could under- 
ſtand that the virtues and abilities of men of 
all parties and defcriptions” were to be ce- 
mented; without any view to power or ſelf- 
intereſt, and impellec by no motive but the 

ublic weal; then Tſhonld be ſanguine in my 
Pope that the remaining part of a diſmem- 
W waer ten 
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bered empire might be placed in a ſituation 


do recover ſome part of her former luſtre and 
glory. I do not, for my part, ſee how it can 
ſerve any purpoſe of the right honourable 
gentleman, to ſtate to the Houſe that an il- 
luſtrious character in another aſſembly had 
given very improper advice, merely becauſe 
the right honourable gentleman did not like 
his aſpect: and from the imputation of ſul- 
lenneſs and a ſturdy countenance, he wiſhes 
us to conclude with him, that he mult be the 
adviſer of the preſent interregnum. But T, 
for one man, will never come to a concluſion 
apainſt any man from inſinuations ſuch as are 
unſuitable to the dignity of the Houſe to 
attend to, and extremely unworthy of the 
good ſenſe of the honourable gentleman to 

I urge in ſo auguſt an aſſembly. 
ThelanguageT hear to-day concerning coali- 
tion and unanimity, aſtoniſhes me beyond the 
power of expreſſion; when I beho!d men of the 
firſt characters and talents proſcribed, as it 
were, from the ſervice of their country, If 
entlemen think it wonderful to find a union 
of intereſt and ſentiments between the noble 
Lord in the blue ribband and the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, I would have them re- 
collect, that no adminiſtration can ever be 
formed, if animoſities are to be fomented and 
- cheriſhed for ever. But why not ſelect able men 
from a third party, and then eſtabliſh ſuch a 
coalition as would completely eradicate the 
D ſeeds 
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ſeeds of future diſcord and diſſenſions. When 


I give this admonition, I do it from the moſt 
cordial perſuaſion of its neceſſity to form a 
ſyſtem ſolid and permanent, confeſſing my- 
{elf an unconnected member of this Houſe, 
without importance or expectations. I aſſert 
only my independent right to ſpeak my ſen- 
timents, which has been my conſtant prac- 
tice, uninfluenced by the frowns of power, 
or the hopes which emaſculate and corrupt 
dependent minds. I do well recollect ſeveri- 
ties and altercations on every fide of this 
Houſe, nor can I at this moment point my 
finger at any principal leader in this Houle, 
who is not now ſupported by ſome individuals, 
who, on former occaſions, had criminated 
his meaſures and opinions. This being the 
true ſtate and deſcription of men, why ſhall 
we not accede to a general amneſty, and now 
unite with cordiality in ſupport of a country 
almoſt inevitably ſunk into perdition by the 
corruption and abuſe of talents, applied not 
to the purpoſes of the ſtate, but the vile and 
abominable purpoſe of place-hunting and 


ambition. 


Mr. FOX. 


Mr. Speaker, I beg leave to aſſure the 
Houſe, that I did not mean any perſonality 
to the noble and learned Lord, for I once ho- 
noured and eſteemed him, and do now, as my 
friend; and I do aſſure the honourable gen- 

tleman, 
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tleman, that I have not the ſmalleſt enmity 
to the learned Lord, nor any other difference 
but what ariſes from variance in our political 
ſentiments. As to the evidence neceſſary to 
prove and realize my ſuſpicions, I confeſs [ 
cannot introduce them ; but as I always pre- 
ſume the crown has adviſers, ſo I concluded 
very naturally, that the learned Lord, from 
his official fituation, muſt be the adviſer in 
the preſent miniſterial interreghum. It is 
true I have ſuſpicions, that there may be ſe- 
cret and intruding adviſers even in this Houſe, 
and perſons who are ſaid to have had an in- 
fluence on the royal ear for a ſeries of paſt 
time, and who compoſed what was called 
the 3 cabinet (Mr. Fox, all this time, 
looked ve edfaſtly at Mr. Fenkinſon.) 
Though Dai that Ld in 


+ ſentiments with the honourable gentleman, 


and till I agree with him in the neceſſity of 
aboliſhing old animoſities, fince the cauſe 
which originally produced them (the Ame- 
rican war) was now finally terminated. 


Mr. JENKINSON, 
I ſhould not riſe to intrude my ſentiments 
on the Houſe, if I did not perceive ſuch 
rſonal allufions to me by the right ho- 
nourable gentleman, as could not have been 
miſtaken ; nor can I ſubmit to them, conſci- 
ous as I am of their injuſtice, without ex- 


plajning myſelf as far as I am able, and ex- 
| D 2 culpating 
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culpating my paſt and preſent conduct from 
the inſinuations ſo unjuſtly and undeſervedly 
levelled at my character. The right honour- 
able gentleman has charged me as one com- 
poſing a ſecret cabinet of admonition and 
counſel to his Majeſty. I not only aſſert the 
charge to be unfounded, but I appeal to his 
own candour, whether he ever knew me 
when he was miniſter, obtrude my counſel 
or advice. It is true, that I thought it my 
duty to attend whenever my royal Maſter 
condeſcended to command my preſence ; 
and if this is alledged as any offence, I am 
ready to plead guilty to the accuſation, I 
alſo call upon the noble Lord in the blue 
ribband, and I challenge him to declare, if 
he, or any other man, —. diſcover me an 
officious meddling intruder, or preſumptu- 
ous enough to offer any opinion of mine, 
unleſs officially called upon. This appeal 
is natural enough, from a man bold in de- 
fence of his character. I am that man, 
challenging the noble Lord, or the right 
honourable gentleman, to ↄonvict, from their 
own knowledge; and they both have had op- 
portunity, from their official ſituation, to 
urge a ſingle circumſtance tending to juſtify 
the inuendos directed ſo openly againſt my 
life and practice. 


© 


Mr, 


HOUSE OF COMMONS. ax 


Mr. MACDONALD. 


Mr. Speaker, I cannot but expreſs m 
aſtoniſhment at the coalition of * noble 
Lord with the right honourable gentleman, 
who, for a ſeries of years, uniformly reviled 
and traduced all his meaſures. He perſe- 
cuted him even in his private walk of life ; 
and, not content with this, the noble Lord's 
friends were branded with every odious and 
opprobrious epithet. They were called his 
minions, tools, and hirelings. It is true, 
they could not ſorely feel ſuch epithets, 
which they were conſcious not to have de- 
ſerved; but they muſt be pungently im- 
preſſed with reſentment, to be handed over, 
and conſigned by the noble Lord, as if they 
were a bill of exchange. Having anſwered 
his Lordſhip's. occaſions, he left them to 
ſeek at large for a leader; and he united 
himſelf with men who traduced his friends, 


for no other cauſe but that of their adhe- 


rence and attachment. 

I think the right honourable gentkman 
near me (Mr. Chancellor Pitt) never, in all 
his life, made uſe of a more inapplicable 
metaphor, than when he compared the pre- 
ſent coalition to a ſolemnization of marriage, 
and forbad the banns. To enter into that 
ſtate, it was neceſſary that there ſhould pre- 
exiſt a habit of friendſhip, an intercourſe, 


a confidence, an affection, an interchange 
„ 


vpn ra 


of affectionate endearments. But. could any 
man ſay that this was the fituation of the 
noble Lord in the blue ribband, and the 
'right honourable gentleman ? No; the very 
reverſe was the real complexion of their re- 
lative correſpondence with each other; and 
yet, to the amazement of the public, they 
are now uniting to form an adminiftration 
which many find fault with, ſome commend, 
and which all mankind deteſt. As for the 
motion for this Addrefs, I ſee no abſolute 
neceſſity for preſſing it to day, for in all pro- 
bability an adminiſtration may be formed, 
without having recourſe to ſuch a deſperate 
meafure, in three or four days. I am not 
ſo ignorant of the hiſtory of my country, 
and its tranſactions, as not to recollect and 
fear the dangers reſulting from encroach- 
ments on the royal prerogative. It was not 
the firſt time that an addreſs ſimilar to the 
preſent, was followed up by another, which 
nearly convulſed the empire; I therefore 
muſt move for the order of the day, as the 
moſt eaſy method of diſpoſing of the ori- 
ginal motion at this unſeaſonable hour. 


Mr. FO. K. 


I only riſe, Sir, to obſerve to the honour- 
able gentleman, that I think he too ſeverely 
and unjuſtly reſents the noble Lord's con- 
duct, in not pinning his Neuser and opi- 
nions entirely on his ſyſtem of attachment 

e | and 
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ahd conduct; but this may be natural enough 
for a gentleman of his abilities, ſpirit, and for- 
giveneſs. I once recollect the honourable 
gentleman to have pronounced a Philipic 

againſt the noble Lord, and to have ſhaken 
hands together in a day or two after. The 
gentleman aſcribes this motion to an eager- 
neſs in gentlemen to obtain places and power. 
For my own -part, I feel an honourable 
earneſtneſs and anxiety to ſerve my country, 
in conjunction with men, who, I repeat it, 
have no diviſion or jealouſy whatever reign- 
ing amongſt them, to give the ſlighteſt im- 
pediment to the formation of an adminiſtra- 
tion on that broad bottom which alone can 
give that ſtability, firmneſs and utility, which 
alone can promote the public welfare. 


Sir CHARLES TURNER. 

I muſt trouble the Houſe for a few mo- 
ments: for I have received Letters from per- 
ſons in Ireland, America, and every part of 
England and Scotland, to know my opinion - 
of the ſtate and ſituation of the country. 

. My opinion is, that the noble Lord in the 
blue ribband has been the chief inſtrumene 
of the ruin of this country, in being the au- 
thor and ſupporter of the American War. 
To this American War we are to attri- 
bute our preſent diſtreſſes. This curſed war 
for a curſed war I may ſurely call it, which 


has deprived me, a ſingle individual only, of 
20001. 
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2000 l. year. Can any gentleman, then, diſ- 
pute my right to execrate a war in which J, 
for one, ſo immediately feel its deſtructive 
and ruinous conſequences. We talk of bring- 
ing perſons to cenſure; but, unhappily for 
this country, it is only talk: inſtead of en- 
- quiries or crimination, we are rewarding the 
deſtroyers of our exiſtence with peerages. 
The only means by which honour is now ob- 
tained, 1s to eſpouſe and proſecute principles 
that can effectually deſtroy our honour, hap- 
pineſs, and poſſeſſions, Let a man for a 2 
ries of years perſevere in the deſtruction of 
the country, and you will find his labours 
gratefully crowned with title and prefer- 
ment. The ruin of the nation is the only 
road to preferment. But what would cen- 
ſure do? Had I my will, I would expel the 
noble Lord from a ſeat in this Houſe, whoſe 
_ Conſtituents he has brought to the verge of 
annihilation, Ves, Sir, I would expel the 
noble Lord, 

As to the coalition which has been fo 
much the ſubje& of debate, I confeſs my- 
ſelf one of its ſevereſt enemies. Sor 
am I to ſee my honourable friend (Mr. Fox) 
behind me *, give his hand to a man whom 
I know his heart cannot approve, unleſs it 
be by the error of his head. I thought I 


Mr. Fox, juſt before, happened to be fitting within a 
few _ on the ſame bench, which miſtake occaſioned a loud 
laugh. _ 


had 
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had been tied to him. But I truſt-we ſhall 

again be of one opinion, For I know his 
heart, He will ſee his error. It muſt have 
been a miſtake of his head. . His heart will 
ſtill bring him through. But, at the ſame 
time, I am ſorry to ſee the injury which he 
has done his own reputation, by this curſed 
coalition. But, although I mutt ſo ſeverely 
condemn the public character and conduct 
of the noble Lord, let me not detract from 
the integrity and honour of his private cha- 
racter. Is there a better father, huſband, 
or friend? Are not his family and private 
relations, and connexions, bleſſed in his 
virtues ? He is a man that has my praiſe and 
my. admiration, as a private man.: but as a 
public character, I cannot but execrate his 
conduct.and opinions. * 
The learned gentleman (Mr. Macdonald) 
has talked of marriage being founded on 
ſympathy of manners, ſentiments, and feel- 
ings. But let me inform the learned gen- 
tleman, that marriage now has no ſuch prin- 
ciple. It is founded on intereſt only. But 
with regard to the marriage alluded to by 
the learned gentleman, there is no intereſt 
in it to be found. It is ſimilar to a fortune- 
hunter, who goes a courting to a woman 
Who has nothing, and when they are fixed, 
find themſelves only with four naked legs 
in a bed. However, I with the coalition 
may have its defired intention. But from 
7 E my 
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my knowledge and experience of that dif- 


ference of ſentiment, which muſt ever exiſt 
in minds ſo diflonant in their nature, I am 
afraid it will be deficient of that harmony, 
which can conſtitute the cement of national 
welfare. As to the Addreſs, it has my hearty 
approbation and concurrence. 


Lord NOR T H. 

I feel myfelf in particular called upon to 
anſwer ſome things which have fallen from 
the learned gentleman over the way, as 1 
plainly ſee that many, or moſt of that gen- 
tleman's obſervations, were directly pointed 
at me. The coalition ſo much talked of, 
has been repreſented by this gentleman as 
detefted by all. This, Sir, would indeed ap- 
e to be a cenſure moſt dreadfully ſevere; 
but the ſame learned gentleman has mitigated 
it, by candidly allowing, that this very co- 
alition had indeed received the approbation of 
a few. The learned gentleman has ob- 
ſerved, Sir, that my ſentiments on a verx 
important ſubject, the influence of the crown, 
were avowedly oppoſite to thoſe of the other 
party. I freely acknowledge it, Sir, My 
opinion, Sir, ever was, that the influence of 
the people was too great, the influence of the 
crown too little. Neither do I now abandon 
. theſe ſentiments. At this moment I am as 

firmly convinced that this 1s the caſe ; more 
firmly, if that be poſſible, than ever. I have 
ä ſeen 
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ſeen no reaſon to alter my opinion upon that 
head, but quite the contrary. Do not all the 


events which daily preſent themſelves to 


view, confpire to, ſtrengthen and confirm this 
opinion ? Does not every thing ſhew us the 
diminiſhed influence of the crown, and the 
prevailing influence of the people ? But if the 
learned gentlemen think that this difference 
of ſentiment, in that particular caſe, is an in- 
ſuperable bar to every ſpecies of union, I 
mult confeſs I do not ſee any ſufficient ground 
for entertaining ſuch an opinion. Whenever 
my ideas concerning the n influence 
of the people are manifeſtly controverted, I 
ſhall feel myſelf bound in duty, however un- 
popular ſuch a meaſure may be, to ſtand in 
oppoſition ; but ſhall this hinder me from 
acting in concert with gentlemen, whoſe opi- 
nions, though ever ſo different on that ſubject, 
yet, in other caſes, may happen entirely to 
coincide with mine? It appears to be the 
eneral deſire of the nation, and the moſt 
likely means of ſaving it in its preſent peri- 
lous fituation, that an adminiſtration ſhould 
be formed upon a broad and permanent baſis; 
a ſtrong adminiſtration, that ſhould unite the 
ideas, the influence, and the whole abilities 
of the nation; and is this poſſibly to be done 
by conjuring up theſe cauſes of ſeparation, 

or indeed in any other way, than by gettin 
the better of former prejudices, forgiving al 
reſentments, and extinguiſhing all party diſ- 
E 2 putes 
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putes and animoſities. The learned gentle- 
man ſuppoſes me to think that I could tranſ- 
fer, like a bill of exchange, thoſe gentlemen 
who honoured me with their ſupport when I 
acted in public life. Nothing, Sir, can be 
more diſtant from my thoughts than ſuch an 
idea. FThoſe gentlemen,” Sir, I know to be 
men who can think and act for themſelves ; 
independent members of this Houſe, who 
certainly have a right, and whoſe duty it un- 
queſtionably is, to ſtand by me no longer 
than I appear to them to act from juſt prin- 
ciples, and with a view to the real intereſt of 


this country. I can appeal to thoſe gentlemen 


who long honoured me with their confidence 
and ſupport, and who, I hope, ſome of them 
at jeaft, will ſtill continue to honour me with 
their countenance, whether at any time I 
have preſumed to dictate to them in any 
caſe; whether they have not been at all times 
at full freedom to oppoſe any particular ideas 
of mine, as they ſaw occaſion ; whether I 
have met their conduct at any time with cen- 
ſure, reproach, or even an = humoured looꝶ. 
The learned gentleman ſeems to hold me out 
in this light, to the gentlemen who think 
with him. He has abandoned us; he has 


given us up. He has ſacrificed us to his own 


intereſt and ambition. But how have I 
abandoned them? How have I ſacrificed 
them ? Is it becauſe in the preſent inſtance I 
happen to differ in opinion from the learned 

| | Ree gentleman ? 
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gentleman ? The gentleman has there given 
a ſpecimen of the candour with which he 
would act as the leader of a party. He op- 
poſes and deteſts my conduct, merely becauſe 
I happen to differ from him. But it appears 


to be the general defire, and is evidently for 


the advantage of the nation, that former pre- 
Judices ſhould be forgotten; that all animoſi- 
ties and reſentments ſhould be buried in ob- 
livion ; that men of every deſcription, ſhould 
- unite in exerting their utmoſt endeavours in 
the ſervice of their king and their country. 
The nation*at preſent is in a diſtracted ſitua- 
tion, without a government, when the vigo- 
rous exertions of government are very much 
needed. The artangement of an adminiſtra- 
tion is a much deſired object, and to haſten it, 


the motion before the houſe is evidently in- 


tended. Lcan affirm with confidence, that 


his Majeſty has no other deſire than to adopt 


ſuch meaſures as may be moſt for the honour 


and the intereſt of this country. I with there- 


fore, the gentleman would withdraw his op- 
poſition to a motion evidently directed to ſerve 
the moſt ſalutary purpoſes, as the contrary 
conduct mult tend only to promote confuſion 


and diſcord. I with this Houſe to be as una- 


nimous as poſſible, ſince by being fo they are 
moſt likely to ſucceed. A right honourable 
gentleman, who conceived that ſome infinu- 
ations had been thrown out againſt him, as 
having been principally concerned in adviſing 


his 
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| his Majeſty to all the meaſures which were 


adopted in proſecuting the American war, 
has called upon me to declare from my per- 
fonal knowledge how far theſe infinuations 
are founded in truth; in juſtice to that gen- 
tleman, I now publicly declare, that to my 
certain knowledge the charge is without 
foundation. | 

A worthy Baronet near me (Sir Charles 
Turner) has told you, that he' thought a 
motion ſhould have been made, at the ſame 
time with that for putting an end to the 
American War, for expelling me from this 
Houſe. From power and authority that mo- 
tion concerning the American War did expel 
me; but why my conduct in that great na- 
tional concern ſhould deſerve ſo fignal a mark 
of the diſpleaſure of this Houle as expulſion, 
I am at a loſs to know: I ever had in view 
the honour and intereſt of this nation ; I 
conftantly afferted its juſt rights, and my 
whole conduct in that affair was founded in 
folid and fubſtantial principles. We were 
unfortunate ; but the ſituation of our ene- 
mies, and the military and naval force pro- 


vided to encounter them were ſuch as then 


ſeemed to promiſe ſucceſs. T fit down now, 
Sir, with wiſhing, that the Houſe would be 
unanimous in the Addreſs to the Throne, as 
J conceive it to be the moſt expedient mea- 
ſure, for bringing on ſpeedily the much de- 
fired arrangement. Some unaccountable cauſe 
of delay there is, but where it is I do not 

HP | pretend 
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pretend to ſay : this one thing I can ſay, that 
it is not in the firſt Perſonage of the king» 
dom, nor in either of the component parts 
of that much talked of coalition, from their 
ſuppoſed diſputes. The Addreſs moved is 
the moſt likely means of bringing it to an 
iſſue. I therefore conclude with wiſhing, 
that all oppoſition to this meaſure, may be re- 
moved, and that this Houſe may be as una- 
nimous as poſſible upon the preſent import- 
ant occaſion, 


Chancellor PITT. L 


I have fat ſtill during this whole debate, 
and withed to avoid entering into it; but 
ſome things have fallen from different Mem- 
bers in the courſe of debate which have mov- 
ed me, contrary to my inclination, to trou- 

ble the Houſe with a few remarks. I ſee 

how alarming the ſituation of this country is 
without an Adminiſtration, without the com- 
mon functions of Government, at a period 
ſo critical, when buſineſs crouds upon us 
from all quarters: and I can by no means 
agree with the learned gentleman, who op- 
poſed the motion, that this mode of addreſs 
is a breach of the Conſtitution, an infringe- 
ment of the Royal Prerogative: I ever muſt 
maintain, that this Houſe has a right, and 
on occaſions like theſe is bound in duty to la 
before the Throne, in an humble and decent 
manner, their ſentiments and the ſentiments 


of 


, 
— — — —L—U— 


of their. Conſtituents, the people at large. 
Neither can J agree with the noble Lord in 
the blue ribband, that the utter renuncia- 
tion of all principle, is'only getting the better 
of former prejudices, extinguiſhing party ani- 
moſities, and ſtifling reſentments: and I with 
the Houſe to know, that theſe are my ſenti- 
ments. If theſe are the grounds on which 
this coalition founds its pretences to the con- 
fidence of the nation, I, for one, find my- 
ſelf obliged to withhold that confidence. But 
if this coalition ſhould be found in event to 
anſwer the great purpoſes which it holds 
forth, preſerving concord in the nation, and 

- promoting its true intereſt and glory, Iam =, ; 
ſure no man can more ſincerely and heartily 

- rejoice, than I ſhall, upon the actual view of 

ſuch defirable conſequences. I own, that! | 
laboured under much doubt and uncertainty 

. when I came into this Houſe, and was ſtrong- 

Iy led to believe, that this long and untimely 2 
delay in ſettling the arrangement of adminiſ- 
tration, was owing to diſputes hetweeh par- 
ties, and the wide difference of ſentiments; 

but T acknowledge myſelf obliged to the noble 

Lord in the blue ribband for removing all 
theſe doubts and uncertainties, and declaring 
to the Houſe openly that no diſputes of am- 
bition interfered, nor any difference of opi- 
nions and principles; but that the 5 
and concord was perfect and complete, ſuc 
a ſymmetry and union of ſentiments as was 
not to be broken upon every light occaſion, 

| „ 
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and was likely to iſſue in the utmoſt advan- 
tage to this country. I fit down with heartily 
concurring with the motion, as the moſt 
likely means of obtaining ſuch an arrange- 
ment of adminiſtration as may deſerve and 


receive the confidence of the public. 


Lord NORTH 


I riſe to explain. The right honourable 
gentleman who ſpoke laſt, ſeems to miſunder- 


itand ſome things which fell from me in 
the courſe of debate. When I afterted that 


no diſputes ſubſiſted between me and the 
honourable gentleman (Mr. Fox) I meant 
no diſputes that were of ſufficient weight 
to prevent ſuch an union of ſentiments and 
endeavours as the preſent ſituation of the 
country demanded. I faid, that the reaſon 

of delay in ſettling the adminiſtration, was 
not in the firſt perſonage of the kingdom, 
nor diſputes of power and ambition between 
the component parts of the much talked of 
coalition, Theſe were, as far as I remem- 


ber, the very words I uſed. 


Mr. FOX. 


I riſe to ſatisfy the right honourable gen- 
tleman over the way, with reſpect to the ſup- 
oſed diſputes between the component parts 
of the coalition: I can aſſure the right ho- 


nourable gentleman, upon my honour, that 


no diſputes of theirs have occaſioned the 
| F ſmalleſt 
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ſmalleſt delay in ſettling Adminiſtration. The 
right honourable gentleman has mentioned 
ſix hours as the duration of this difficulty: 
I cannot preciſely fix the time, but I have 
authority to ſay, that the time of this diffi- 
culty between a noble Duke and the noble 


Lord in the blue ribband was indeed very 


4 
z 


ſhort, 


Lerd JOHN: CAVENDISH. 

Spoke in favour of the motion and coalition, 
infifted, that the principal objectian to Lord 
North, was his ſentiments and conduct on the 
American War; that being now happily re- 
moved, he ſaw no reaſon why the nation ſhould 
in other things refuſe that confidence, which 
his Lordſbip's acknowledged and diſtinguiſhed 


abilities merited. Such was the uproar in the 


\ Houſe, that he could not be heard, 


Lord SURREY. 

I riſe, Sir, only to obſerve, that I was 
led to ſupport the motion before you, be- 
cauſe I thought it expedient in the preſent 
fituation, and my duty as a Member of Par- 
lirment, I declare, that J entertain no pre- 
judices againſt any parties whatever; but 
with to fee a period put to this ſcene of anar- 
chy and contuſion. I wiſh not to encroach 
on the prerogative of the Crown, but think 
this motion may be the beſt means of put- 

2 1 ting 
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5 Ring an. end to that uncertainty, with reſpect 


to the cauſe of delaying the much defired ar- 
rangement, for the want of which we feel 
ourſelves ſo much embarraſſed. 

Sir Joſeph Mawbey aroſe, and made ſome 
obſervations upon the Addreſs, which could 
not be heard, on account of the perpetual 
call for the Queſtion. The honourable Ba- 
ronet having concluded his ſpeech, the Queſ- 
tion was put, and carried, with a very few 
diſſentient voices. | * 
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